
Case study

	Project , Activity:
	
	Research Report on the ‘Needs’ of young BME people in the Manchester Youth Offending Service.

	Client:
	
	Manchester Youth Offending Service /Manchester City Council

	Value:
	
	£10,000

	Contract Period:
	
	July 2009 – May 2010

	Client’s Requirements:

Services Required
	
	A report to inform the development and programmes and interventions for young BME people under the supervision of the Manchester Youth Offending Service.

	ACBC Role and Contribution
	
	· Design and develop the research methodology.

· Examine the differential treatment of the young BME people by the Criminal Justice system

· Examine programmes and interventions that can assist the young BME people from entering and not to re-enter the Criminal Justice system.

· Examine the possibilities and opportunities for the young BME people to take up a different way of life

· Examine alternative approaches to offending behaviour.
· Encourage and to empower the young BME people to adopt a lifestyle away from crime and anti-social behaviour.

· Explore the range and distinct but interrelated factors that impacts upon the experiences of the young BME people

· Explore the contemporary approaches of engaging the hard to reach young BME people. 

	Problems / issues encountered and resolved


	
	· Initial reluctance to speak to researchers, due to lack of trust – we employed known intermediaries to overcome this problem.

· Negative attitude of some participants – we challenged attitudes and behaviour

· Low self esteem and aspirations of participants – we encouraged positive values among participants.

· Concerns that their involvement and responses will have 'comebacks' against them – assured the BME young people their responses will be confidential and the recorded interviews destroyed on completion of the report.   

	Recommendations 

(in brief):


	
	· Implement routine monitoring of YOS practice by ethnicity.

· Consider the relationship between the quality of assessments (pre-sentence report and Asset) undertaken on BME young people and their sentence outcome.

· Develop an understanding for the contributory factors that results in higher rates of young BME people being supervised by Manchester YOS.

· .Initiate dialogue with sentencer's to identify reasons for and remedies for the increased likelihood for custodial sentences for young BME people. 

· To undertake a more in-depth investigation of BME sentencing decisions.

· Design program for empowerment of young BME people.
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